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Moving Forward Together

Dear De Anza District Clubwomen,

What a wonderful beginning to our new club year!

Our September 21 District Conference at the Woman’s
Improvement Club of Corona gave us an opportunity to
come together, reconnect, share information, and begin
looking ahead at what we can accomplish throughout De
Anza District during the 2026–2028 administration. 

For those of you who were unable to attend, I want to
share a little of what took place and, more importantly,
why our District Conferences matter to every one of our
clubs.

LEADERSHIP: OUR DISTRICT NEEDS YOU

One of the important conversations this year is
leadership.

At the CFWC Fall/Summer Board Meeting, I learned that
clubs throughout California are experiencing some of the
same challenges when it comes to finding members
willing to step into leadership positions. This is not
something any one club is facing alone.
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There are opportunities available to help our members
develop the confidence and skills to lead. One of those is
L.E.A.D.S., which focuses on strengthening leadership
skills. Applications are expected to be due at the end of
January. 

Our September Conference continued that conversation
with a Leadership Workshop. I encourage our clubs to
begin identifying women who may be ready to take that
next step. Sometimes leadership begins simply because
someone says, “I think you would be wonderful at this.”

COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE DISTRICT AND OUR
CLUBS

Communication was another important part of our
conference.

Our District officers provided updates in Communications
and Public Relations, finances, District leadership and
other areas of District business. 

But communication cannot stop at the conference.

The Black Box continues to be an important way for
information from the District Board and District Program
Chairmen to reach our individual clubs. Presidents and
chairmen are asked to take that information back and
share it with their members. When a club president
cannot attend a District Conference, another member
should be designated to bring that information home. 

Going forward, we also want to strengthen how our clubs
communicate with one another. When one club discovers
a successful project, creates a wonderful event, develops
a community partnership or finds a new way to attract
members, there is an opportunity for all of us to learn
from it.
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LEARNING BEYOND OUR OWN CLUB

District Conferences are also about bringing useful

information back into our communities.

Our afternoon program included Understanding

Alzheimer’s, presented by the Alzheimer’s Society of

Riverside. Programs such as this remind us that

Federation is not only about conducting business. It is

also about education and giving our members

information they can take home and share. 

SERVICE IN ACTION

Our host club, the Woman’s Improvement Club of Corona,

also gave us a wonderful example of service through its

support of AngelHart, a nonprofit assisting underserved,

homeless and needy students. Conference attendees

were encouraged to contribute food and personal-care

items to support the project.

We also continued our ESO tradition of “Bring a book,

take a book, read that book,” encouraging members to

pass books along to other readers in their clubs. 

These may seem like small actions, but collectively they

demonstrate what Federation is all about: women helping

women, clubs helping clubs, and all of us helping our

communities.
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THERE IS A PLACE FOR YOU AT DISTRICT

Perhaps the message I most want our members to take

away from September is this:

District belongs to all of us.

You do not need to be a District officer to attend. You do

not need years of Federation experience. In fact, at our

September Conference we specifically welcomed first-

time attendees, and both first-time attendees and the

members who brought them were entered into a special

drawing.  

If you have never attended a De Anza District Conference,

I hope you will make this the year you do.

Come meet women from our other clubs. Exchange ideas.

Learn something new. Bring information home to your

members. Discover another part of Federation.

Most importantly, come see what happens when we stop

thinking only as individual clubs and begin thinking about

what we can accomplish together as a District.

Our theme for 2026–2028 is “Sparkle in Service.”  

There is a tremendous amount of talent, experience,

creativity and heart throughout De Anza District. My hope

for the next two years is that we bring more of it

together, support one another, strengthen our clubs,

develop new leaders and make sure the work our

members are doing throughout our communities

continues to shine.

I look forward to seeing even more of you at our next

District gathering.

In Federation and Friendship,

Lynda Krisko

De Anza District President

2026–2028
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A New Chapter for De Anza District

Communications

The De Anza District is more than a collection of

individual Woman’s Clubs. We are a network of

women and clubs connected through service,

leadership, friendship, and a shared commitment to

strengthening our communities.

As part of the California Federation of Women’s

Clubs and the General Federation of Women’s Clubs,

De Anza District provides an important connection

between our local clubs and the larger Federation.

But just as importantly, the District gives our clubs

an opportunity to support one another, learn from

one another, celebrate one another, and grow

together.

This year, we want to strengthen that connection

even further.

WHO WE ARE

De Anza District represents Woman’s Clubs

throughout our region, each with its own history,

personality, projects, traditions, and community

impact.

Some of our clubs have served their communities for

generations. Others are introducing new programs,

developing new partnerships, and finding new ways

to reach women in their communities.

Although every club is unique, we share something

very important: a commitment to volunteer service

and to making our communities better places to live.

When one of our clubs succeeds, our entire District

becomes stronger.

SPREADING THE WORD THROUGH FACEBOOK

De Anza District will be expanding the use of our

Facebook presence to help tell the stories of the

clubs throughout our District.

We want to share your projects.

We want to celebrate your members.

We want people to see your fundraisers,

community service, scholarships, partnerships,

meetings, special events, and accomplishments.

And most importantly, when a woman sees

something that inspires her, we want to help

connect her with the club in her community.

This isn't about replacing your club's Facebook

page or website. It is about giving your club

another voice and another opportunity to be

discovered.

Imagine the reach we can create when our clubs

support and share one another's stories.

CLUBS: KEEP US CONNECTED

For this effort to work, we need your help.

When your club posts something you are proud of

on Facebook, tag or mention De Anza District. This

helps us discover your stories and gives us

opportunities to share them with a larger

audience.

Tell us what your members are doing. Send us

photographs. Share your successes. Let us know

about community projects and upcoming events.

The more our clubs communicate with the District,

the more effectively we can help communicate for

our clubs.
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IS YOUR WEBSITE READY FOR A NEW MEMBER?

This is an important question for every club in our
District.

If a woman discovers your club through a De Anza
District Facebook post and clicks on your website,
what will she find?

Your website is often your club's first introduction
to a prospective member. Before we begin sending
more people your way, we encourage every club to
review its website and make sure it is current,
welcoming, and easy to navigate.

At minimum, prospective members should be able
to quickly find:

Who your club is and the community you serve

What your club does

When and where you meet

Examples of your projects and activities

Current photographs

Membership information

A clear way to contact your club or request
information about joining

Think of your website as your club's digital front
door. When someone knocks, we want to make sure
the door is open and that there is a warm welcome
waiting on the other side.

FROM FOLLOWER TO FUTURE MEMBER

Our goal isn't simply to gain Facebook followers.

Our goal is to create connections.

A woman may first discover De Anza District
because she sees a photograph from a community
project. That post may lead her to one of our clubs.
She may visit that club's website, attend a
meeting, meet its members and eventually decide
to join.

That is the connection we want to create.

Facebook → Club Website → Conversation →
Meeting → Membership

Social media gets someone's attention. Your
website provides the information. Your members
create the relationship.

Together, those pieces can become a powerful
membership tool.
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LET'S TELL OUR STORY TOGETHER

There are incredible things happening throughout

De Anza District, and those stories deserve to be

seen.

Our clubs are volunteering, raising funds, supporting

students, helping families, developing leaders,

building friendships, and serving their communities.

Our job is to make sure people know about it.

So when your club does something wonderful, don't

keep it a secret.

Take the picture. Tell the story. Tag De Anza District.

Keep your website current. Share the District's

posts. Celebrate the work of our sister clubs.

The more connected we become, the more people

we can reach.

And somewhere in our communities is a woman who

has never heard of her local Woman's Club but is

looking for exactly what we have to offer.

Let's help her find us.
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